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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, NATO, SP 

SUBJ: SPAIN AND NATO: PRESS REACTION 

REF: USNATO 1496, NAPLES 268 

1. SPANISH PRESS CONTINUES TO FOCUS ON NATO 

AFFAIRS, ENCOURAGED BY WHAT AT FIRST APPEARED TO BE 

CALL BY NATO SYG LUNS FOR SPANISH INCLUSION IN ALLIANCE, 

SINCE ACKNOWLEDGED BY SPANISH PRESS TO HAVE BEEN 
INCORRECTLY REPORTED, BUT WHICH NEVERTHELESS HAS ENGENDERED 
EXTENSIVE PRESS COMMENT UPON: 

A. WHITE PAPER ISSUED BY BRITISH DEFENSE MINISTRY WHICH 
INTER ALIA REPORTEDLY MENTIONS PLANS BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM 
MEDITERRANEAN BY 1976. 

B. CRITICISM WITHIN NATO OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
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REDUCTION IN BRITISH ARMED FORCES, DESPITE U.K. 
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ASSURANCES IT WILL LIVE UP TO ITS NATO COMMITMENTS. 

C. ANNOUNCEMENT BY SAUVAGNARGUES FRANCE WILL NOT 
RETURN TO NATO MIT, IT ARY STRUCTURE. 

D. STATEMENT BY GERMAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT OFFICIAL 
WALTER LEISLER KIEP THAT SPAIN SHOULD BECOME PART OF 
NATO AND EEC. 

2. IN NEWS ANALYSIS APPEARING IN FEB 20 EDITION OF 
BARCELONA DAILY LA VANGUARDIA ESPANOLA, BRUSSELS 
CORRESPONDENT ANDRES GARRIGO STATES THAT DESPITE 
LUNS OFFICIAL DENIAL WITH REGARD TO EVENTUAL SPANISH 
ENTRY INTO NATO. "THE DESIRE TO COUNT IN SOME WAY ON 
SPANISH DEFENSE COLLABORATION IN THIS ERA OF DEFECTIONS 
IS STRONGER THAN EVER. THE PROBLEM IS POLITICAL. DUTCH 
SOCIALIST GROUPS HAVE ALREADY CRIED TO HEAVEN AGAINST 
WHAT WAS BELIEVED TO BE INVITATION BY LUNS FOR 
SPANISH ADMISSION. THUS LUNS THEN INSISTED THAT THIS 
HYPOTHESIS LACKED REALISM. THESE GROUPS WHICH ARE 
SCANDALIZED BY LINKING SPAIN TO THE ATLANTIC MILITARY 
MECHANISM, ARE MORE TIMID AND RESERVED AFTER THE CHANGES 
IN PORTUGAL. APPARENTLY SOME EUROPEAN LEADERS HOPE THAT 
U.S. WILL PULL THEIR CHESTNUTS FROM THE FIRE. THIS WOULD 

BE A CRASS ERROR I AM TOLD BY EXPERT SOURCES. U.S. 

CONSIDERS PORTUGAL AS PRIMARILY EUROPEAN PROBLEM AND 
EUROPEANS WILL BE ONES TO DO SOMETHING BEFORE "PRAGUE 
COUP” IS CONSUMMATED. AMERICANS WILL DO NOTHING IF 
U.K., FRANCE AND GERMANY REMAIN PASSIVE BEFORE INSTALLATION 
OF MARXIST DICTATOR SHIP IN PORTUGAL. NOT THAT THEY 
MUST LAUNCH ASSAULT ON PORTUGUESE BEACHES. IT WOULD 
BE SUFFICIENT THAT WILSON, GISCARD AND SCHMIDT MAKE PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS CONDEMNING VIOLATION OF DEMOCRATIC 
LIBERTIES BY LISBON REGIME, WITH SAME ENERGY THAT THEY 
CURSE CHILEAN REGIME. THIS WOULD PERMIT FORD ADMINISTRATION 
TO SHOW CONGRESS THAT EUROPEAN SOCIALISTS ALSO REJECT 
COMMUNIST IMPLANTATION IN PORTUGAL. ONLY WITH CONGRESSIONAL 
SUPPORT WOULD FORD BE ABLE TO PRESS BREZHNEZ TO LET UP 
ON HIS PRESSURE ON IBERIAN PENNINSULA." 

3. ABC BRUSSELS CORRESPONDENT REPORTED MARCH 20 THAT HE 

HAD BEEN ASSURED BY SOURCES IN "NATO HEADQUARTERS " THAT LUNS' 
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JULY 1974 STATEMENT TO ABC REGARDING SPANISH MEMBERSHIP STILL 
STANDS. AT THAT TIME LUNS TOLD ABC INTERVIEWER THAT THERE 
WAS NO POSSIBILITY OF "DIRECT COOPERATION" BETWEEN SPAIN AND 
NATO BECAUSE OF LACK OF ALLIANCE UNANIMITY ON SUBJECT AND 
LITTLE POSSIBILITY OF GETTING IT. HOWEVER, ABC CONTRASTED JULY 
STATEMENT WITH MORE POSITIVE TONE OF NAPLES STATEMENT IN WHICH 
LUNS ACKNOWLEDGEED IMPORTANCE OF SPAIN IN MILITARY AND GEOPOLITICAL 
ASPECTS. 
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